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Agree  >>>>  Disagree

• Buggy birdseed is bad for business.

• Birds are awesome!

• The health of our planet is critically important 

to birds and to people.

• Kids would rather learn through outdoor 

experiences than while sitting in classrooms.

• It’s important to me that kids care about birds.

• We can influence kids’ interest in birds. 
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Inspire the 

Next Generation 

to Feed Wild Birds.

Here’s How!

Jennifer Fee

Manager of K-12 Programs



K-12 Education

To interpret and conserve the earth's biological 

diversity through research, education, and 

citizen science focused on birds.
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Mission:  To create innovative K-12 resources that build science skills 

while inspiring young people to connect to local habitats, explore 

biodiversity, and engage in citizen science projects. 
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Nature Deficit Disorder

Describes the human costs of alienation from 

nature, among them:

• Diminished use of the senses

• Attention difficulties

• Higher rates of physical and emotional diseases

Implications are spiritual, social, environmental, physical
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“I like to play indoors better ‘cause that’s 

where all the electrical outlets are.”
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The Endangered Nature Enthusiast?

• Childhood experiences are significant 

precursors for adult activism on behalf of 

the environment.

• As the proportion of people with hands-on 

emotional attachment to nature shrinks… 

what happens?
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What influenced you to care 

about the environment?
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What builds

environmental identity?

• Time spent outdoors as a child in a green space 

• An adult to mentor love of nature
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“I have seen 30 students get as excited 

about spotting birds as they do about 

playing their PS2s.”

(Cornell Lab Field Test Teacher)
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Citizen 

Science

Nature

Connection

Inquiry

Investigations
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K-12 Outreach

Curriculum Resources Educator Training

online & in personkits & free downloads
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üCrosscutting Concepts
ü Scale, proportion, and quantity 

ü Structure and function

ü Stability and change

üScientific Practices
ü Asking questions 

ü Planning and carrying out investigations

ü Analyzing and interpreting data 

ü Using mathematics and computational thinking

ü Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating 

information

üContent
ü LS2: Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics

ü ESS3: Earth and human activity

Next Generation Science Standards
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Why Birds?
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What STEAM content can children 

learn from feeder birds?

• Diversity & Adaptations

• Habitats, Ecology, Food Webs

• Bird Identification & Citizen Science

• Human Impacts 

• Scientific Skills
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Birds are everywhere!
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What species can 

you recognize?
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What bird is this?

Merlin Bird ID Wizard
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2 chicks  in a nest

Northern Cardinal

Black-capped

Chickadee

Northern

Flicker

Cedar Waxwing

Blue Jay
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Please rank the educational goals…
(322 educators, mostly public school teachers)
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Classroom Challenges

• Time

• Access and funding

• Balance of meeting standards and engaging kids

• Lack confidence to successfully do the activities
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How do teachers pay for bird seed?

I buy it with my own money

The school buys it

The students donate it

A local store donates it

The PTO buys it

0%        20%       40%         60%         80%       100%
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Partnership 

Overview

Cornell Lab of Ornithology

and 

D&D Commodities Ltd.
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Partnership Objectives

• Inspire a new generation to 
love feeding birds

• Create innovative, useful, free 
content for teachers and 
distribute it widely

• Create visibility for and 

inspire goodwill about D&D 
brands
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Science Investigations
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CLO Citizen-Science Projects

1. Observe birds and their habitats/behaviors

2. Collect data

3. Enter data online

4. Retrieve and view online data
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Citizen Science as motivation.

What is it?



K-12 Education

Gathering Data Together
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460 million observations

32 million checklists

365,000 participants
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Mobile
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Where are birds throughout the year?

Mystery Map 1 Mystery Map 2



K-12 Education

Northern Cardinal      Eastern Phoebe

Mystery Map 1 Mystery Map 2
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“Citizen science gives the 

students the ability to 

participate in science. To 

feel like their observations 

count for something.”

– Phil Kahler, BirdSleuth teacher

Research shows that the 400,000+ people who 

participate in the Cornell Lab’s citizen-science 

programs purchase more bird seed and bird feeders 

than the general population.
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Estimated Distribution to date: 20,000

Over 1 million kids!
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Conference & Webinar Outreach

National Science Teacher Association 

Green Schools 

STEAM Symposium

“Thank you for the 

webinar, ‘Independent 

Students Investigations, 

Data Analysis, and 

Interpretation.’ I have new 

resources I can't wait to test 

with students.”

Maureen Foelkl

Elementary Teacher, Oregon
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Social Media and eNews

• BirdSleuth Facebook page 

(9200 teachers)

• BirdSleuth eNews (50,000 

teachers)

• Cornell Lab Facebook 

page (750K+ fans)

= Continuous growth 
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Happy Teachers!
“Thank you so much for this coupon!! It 

will really help as I prepare for our 

Teacher’s Night Out program coming up 

March 15th!! Thank you for everything, I 

greatly appreciate the support and 

resources. The teachers are going to fall 
in love with birds!!!” 

-Lauren

“Thank you for the bird seed coupon 
and the bird feeding/study ideas!

My students and I appreciate this. :)”

-Betsy 

Columbia MO
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Will a Fake Cat Scare Away Birds?

by Amy, 4th grade
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Will a Fake Cat Scare Away Birds?

by Amy, 4th grade
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Will a Fake Cat Scare Away Birds?

by Amy, 4th grade
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“The cat is a good guard, but I thought the 

birds  would learn the cat was fake!”
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Why are no birds visiting our feeders?
By Hilltop Elementary 3rd graders
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“The bird feeders were recently designed by our secondary Life 

Skills/Autistic Support students. Our School Police Officer enjoys 

woodworking. He fabricated the feeders, while the students 

painted them and added the suet.”  

(Ms. Szewczyk, Waynesburg, PA)
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“Students made bird feeders from tongue depressors. In this 

photo they are putting them outside the classroom window. 

When the birds appear, we will join in on the bird count to 

provide data about winter birds in our area.” 

(Ms. Cloys, Leadville, CO)
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“My bilingual students who hear through the use of a 

cochlear implant love to learn English by creating projects. 

One student brought in natural materials to make a bird 

feeder. He used a large pine 

cone, peanut butter, and bird 

seed. After taking it outside, 

the students began to watch 

various types of birds come to 

investigate his pine cone feeder. 

As a result the students have 

begun to be more interested

in the kinds of birds that 

live in our area.”

(Ms. Hawke, Columbia, SC)
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I started with new groups this week and 

my opening activity has always been to ask 

the kids to draw a scientist…

I am thrilled to report that so far this week 

almost 98% of the girls drew a girl 

scientist! A few kids of color drew a 

scientist of color! About half the kids 

drew their scientist outside!

The work we all are doing for kids is 

making a difference, perceptions are 

changing!

--Jodi Sikma, Elementary Teacher

Inspiring youth to enjoy science and the outdoors…
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Summary Evaluation (year 1; 234 responses)

• 50% fed birds at school

• 93% went outside to watch birds

• 84% were likely or very likely to use 

Investigating Evidence the following year.
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• “They were surprised by the simple things they 

could do to help birds in their own backyard.”

• “They improved their understanding of scientific 

investigation. They also loved to be involved 

outside!”
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• Support teachers in using feeders for cool inquiry projects.

• Encourage students to closely observe feeders and create 

science investigation focused on feeding birds.

• 281 educators signed up. Winning submissions will be 

included BirdSleuth Investigator magazine and everyone 

got a bird seed coupon.   

New Effort: National Challenge



K-12 Education

Calm vs. Scary Cats?!?

YES, these are the actual photos he used.
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Calm vs. Scary Cats?!?

“More birds visited when no cat pictures were 

around.”
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Blue Jays Bullies?

Two 6th grade girls observed that when Blue Jays were around 

the feeder, smaller birds flew away. 

Would a decoy Blue Jay would have the same effect? 
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Feathered Friends Program

• Downloadable Feathered 

Friends curriculum

• Feeder distribution
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Feathered Friends

Grades 2-5
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Bird Feeder Distribution

“Thank you so much for the bird 

feeder! My students AND visiting 

parents loved to see the birds and 

the opportunity it provided for 

their students.” 

Karon Pacot

Ellicott Elementary School, CO
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Bird Academy
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Support for Retailers
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Twitter: @birdsleuth

Facebook: BirdSleuth

Website: www.birdsleuth.org

Email: jms327@cornell.edu

I look forward to working 

with you to spreading the joy 

of bird feeding!  
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Questions?


