


The future Is urban

The urban and rural population of the world, 1950-2030
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Urbamzatlon dlsconnects people from nature

MetLifo I

Direct impact of
Urbanisation

Reduced
Flora and
Fauna

Reduced

desire to

conserve
nature

Reduced
interation
between
people and
nature




Does bird feeding
have a role to play?



U.S. Fish & Wildiife Service Percent of Total Around-The-Home Participants by Activity
(Total: 81.1 million participants)

National Survey
'« of Fishing, Hunting; ¥
~ and Wildlife-AssoCiated™

Observe Photograph Feed Visit Maintain Maintain
other parks plantings natural
wildlife or natural areas
areas
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Financial status?

Percent of U.S. Population Who Participated Around-The-Home
by Household Income

Less than $20,000

$20,000 to $24,999

$25,000 to $29,999

$30,000 to $34,999

$35,000 to $39,999

$40,000 to $49,999

$50,000 to $74,999

$75,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $149,999

$150,000 or more




~ | American Backyard Feeders | ‘

#~ | May Do Harm to Wild Birds

~ gy
/)| Feeding Wild Birds Lures Pests,
N Predators, Causing lliness and

Y, Distorting Populations
</ |
S 1 By JAMES P. STERBA
= Staff Reporter
- THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

December 27, 2002.

e NATURE
B WARS

=~ JIM STERBA




Genuine concerns

Proponents Opponents
Dependency Dependency
Nutrition Disease

Predation % Population changes
Disease Predation

“Too trusting” Nutrition

Howard & Jones (2004) Urban Wildlife. RZSNSW
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How do we value birds?

The Value

of Life

Stephen Kellert’s T
Wildlife Values r

Naturalistic: Values the experience of nature
Ecologistic-Scientific: Knowledge and learning
Humanistic: Affection, attachment, connection

Moralistic: Care and responsibility

Utilitarian: Practical use and purpose



Percentage (%)

Percentage (%)

(a) Australia
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What are feeders’
Values?

Moralistic and
Naturalistic dominate

1 Atonement and
pleasure

2 Care and
knowledge

Renee Chapman (2016) PhD




People who feed do more
and know more

B feeders non-feeders baawana

of species
plant trees
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provisioning for birds

-

Cox & Gaston (2018) Phil. Trans.Roy.SocB 373: 20170092



People who feed care







g,
S
K=
)
=
c
R
©
| &3
=
[
o

pressure (mgHQg)

Natural .
environment, -~~~
’,'All’

) Urban
e environment

5 7

Minutes exposed to
environment




Bird feeding is the most intimate form of
interaction with wildlife




. 1 Can feeding birds be good for people?

T
Motivation
Don't feed birds } -

Psychological Irregularly | 7 — |r

benefits
Regularly

Cox & Gaston (2018) Phil. Trans.Roy.SocB 373: 20170092



don't mirregularly m regularly

150

120

90

60

no. respondents

30 23]

strongly partially neither partially strongly
disagree disagree agree  agree

'l feel connected to nature when I watch
birds in my garden'
18) Phil. Trans.Roy.SocB 373: 20170092
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We th/nk our feeders are for the

| birds. Our feeders are actually for |
,’" us. But the birds don’t seem to
o mind. They continue to willingly
bring their lives into ours, and so
offer hope, knowledge and
pleasure




